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» New Session Of
STEM Club

» Friends Of The
Library Meeting

» Teen Palentine Party

S b otions Onan New Library Bulldmg MoesForward

» Check Out The The Syracuse Public Library design schematic (available on our
Elkh C Park received approval from the website or can be viewed at the
art County Par Kosciusko County Council on Jan. 8 library). It's probable that this
Pass for a resolution :c‘obr thde adﬁltlonﬁll process wollll unlfold between late
. .« o appropriation of bonds. This wi winter and early spring. Between
» Virtual Author Visit enable the library to move forward bond bidding, contracts, and
» New DIY Project on the new building project at 705  contractor prep, we anticipate that
N. Dolan Drive, just .2 miles west ~ groundbreaking should occur
» Learn To Save Seeds from its current location. around spring 2027.

The library will now embark on the During this activity, SPL will continue

G 1 design development of the 2024
o Digita
Sign up for Syragse Public _ SpGClal GuGSt Brlngs Awareness

lerary;s monthly an_d/orhweekly & Nearly 12 million regarding support groups available
Iea-':‘ei‘fcvlsig:;?r 'rc‘%‘:vescae:‘vo? It:ta?'n & Americans are unpaid  to caregivers at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday,
more aboutyevents ~includin caregivers, 219,000 in Feb. 17, in the downstairs

Indiana alone, serving meeting room.

new events scheduled after the
newsletter is printed. loved ones suffermg The groups Sharp coordinates meet

' from Alzheimer's/ f . . h d
Visit https://tinyurl.com/ rom 6:30-7:30 p.m. on the secon
stcplnewsletter to get started — Dementia. and fourth Tuesday of each month
or scan the QR Code. THIS is Syracuse support groups at the Syracuse Community Center.

coordinator, Dan Sharp (pictured),
will lead an informational meeting

Happy Library Lover’'s Month!
Every February is Library Lover’'s Month! Here

Check your spam folder because
sometimes the emails go there.

) are some great ways to celebrate: 1.) Visit
E ﬁ_‘t@ the library as often as possible; 2.) Read a -
*-* P book and then another; 3.) Write a book; and &
?"'“" 4.) Learn about library trivia! 2
Don’t forget to share what you love about v

the library with anyone and everyone!


https://www.syracuse.lib.in.us/
https://tinyurl.com/stcplnewsletter
https://tinyurl.com/stcplnewsletter
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STEM Club Focﬁses on Ice Expenments

Homeschool Class: Reaches FOr 2.5 5io0 Seccion wil focus on water and ice

& OIYmplc Goldl experiments at 4 p.m. each Monday, starting

o ®

o8 eﬁ.ldren& Y

‘@) Tveens ‘@

The 2026 Ol mpic Winter Games in Feb. ?, in thc.e downs'talrs meetl.ng room.
Milano and ort|na |ta|y’ run from Feb. Experlments include: ice excavation (Week 1),

6- 22 mark|ng a ﬁrst Where the games are hOCkey science eXperiment (Week 2), aluminum foil
.co-hosted by two cities. boats (week 3); and baking soda and vinegar

balloons (week 4). Register children, ages 6-12, at
During February, home-schooled https://tinyurl.com/stemfeb26.
children will learn about this milestone,
ann95|de facts about Italy and Olympic history.

Class meets at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesdays in Pokemon Club MeeIingS

the downstairs meeting room. Join SPL's popular Pokemon Club when it
meets from 4-5 p.m. on Fridays, Feb. 13

- . and 27, in the children’s department.
Great Stones; Great Friends Bring your decks from home or use one of

Nothing beats a fantastic story, except one read to the Iibrary’s,
you! Storytime meets at 10:30 a.m.

every Wednesday in the children’s Chlldren To Serve On Grand JurY

department and is perfect for

ere,schoolers UnlcoF\)/er great _. Children will form a grand jury during the

! | he alohab d g next Weird History Club from 3-4 p.m.
stories, explore the alphabet, an r B Monday, Feb. 26, in the downstairs

K Ij meet new friends! Children can 2 meeting room. After listening to the

# cvidence, can they solve a centuries-old

= cold case: Who murdered the Princes in
the Tower? Geared toward grades 4+.

?@ i General By e g @
Dyl = (09| = (W@ =0
riends Hold Meeﬂngeet Focus On Your Heart

The Friends of the Syracuse Public Library will February is American Heart Month, a national

at 11 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 5, in the downstairs observance to raise awareness about heart disease.
meeting room. We invite all those interested in People are invited to dedicate this month to
volunteering and helping the library to come. Since improving their heart health by making lifestyle

the meeting occurs before the library opens, knock changes, such as eating well, exercising, handling
on the Harrison Street door (near the staff parking stress, and checking their blood pressure and

lot) to enter. cholesterol.

The Syracuse Public Library provides

PlenIY TO Love: COﬁee SOClal blood pressure monitoring kits for

, . checkout or in-library use to assist
Warm up this February at the Friends of the Syracuse | i1y this mission. These kits are

Public Library’s Coffee Social! From 10:30 a.m. to :

fnoon on Wednesday, Feb. 11, in the library’s Zﬁi?ifntufaur%gzggciation’s
T=mupstairs sitting area, coffee and conversation Libraries with Heart program
will flow. The Friends will also provide hot which is guided locally by '
cocoa, tea, and snacks. It's the perfect chance | jye Well Kosciusko.
to learn how the Friends support the library!

= S

Ask our staff to check a kit out!


https://tinyurl.com/stemfeb26

LAY O SRamlle S Fh oW B 46 o £ 0 Sa g¥- Fe 4N AR 4% Sp ¥ Fa g8 Fp 4% Zp N R #
o v ¥ v Vv ¥ ¥ v v ¥ v v 1

_n_'léensrvvvvvvvvvvv
Y v ¥ v v v v v v v v |

Attend A Special Palentine Party

b Get ready to snap photos in front Teens will play games like Jackbox

| of a backdrop while dining on and Mario Kart. Amber also has a craft
pizza! The Rosalyn Jones Room  for teens and a candy hearts game.
will host a Palentine Party from
5-6 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 12.

Come unwind and enjoy the pizza!

QYA CrAFT CORNER

3:30-4:30 p.m. | Thurs., Feb. 19 | Rosalyn Jones
LB Room

(B Get crafting! This month teens will
L make origami lucky stars. Teens can
8™ also use provided materials to create a

' craft of their choice.

Monthly
YA CAFe

3:30-4:30 p.m. | Mondays | Rosalyn Jones Room

Come chill at the library! Play games on the
library’s Nintendo Switch, color, get homework
help, and more during this hour.

TEEN STORY TIME I8 6-7:30 p.m. | Thurs., Feb. 26 | Rosalyn Jones Room

5-6 p.m. | Thurs., Feb. 5 | Rosalyn Jones Room Th ill I d
. | Rosalyn & , ™ The group will enjoy instant ramen an

Teens can chill while listening to samplings of YA L 2nime shows on HIDIVE! Additionally,

books. Bring your current projects, play games, or '
simply listen. This month is G.M titled books. it ey !l leam how Japanese teens spend

YA WRiTing CLuB »"\, TeEeN Book Box SuBSCRIPTION

§|i3°'4:3° P'P"“' I |F ri., Feb. 1.;’.' Rosalyn J.°"e.stR°C§’"; th " Subscribe to our book box to receive
eens who love writing are invited 1o the nex 4 personalized library book selections,

cozy write-in! Need ideas or help to get started? (% & snacks, bookmarks, and more. Sign up at
We gotcha covered! . https://tingurl.com/splteenbookboxes
or ask Amber for a paper form.

o BT S T e @
All-Ages Chess Club B

All ages can attend Chess Club . *
from 4-5 p.m. every Fridayin =~ A
the downstairs meeting room. -
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“But in every walk with Nature one Dld You KHOW?

receives far more than he seeks,” John
5. Muir once opined in his posthumous 55,765 Items

.. collection, “Steep Trails.” If c
L o ) e . Syracuse Public Librar
| spending more time in nature is reulated 55,765 ttoms in 2025!

% one of your 2026 resolutions, . - :
HSEL swing by the Syracuse Public Children took first place with

Library to check out the Elkhart 31,817 items; adults came in
County Parks pass.

With this pass, SPL patrons can

second with 20,208 items; and
teens followed with 3,201 items.

enter Ox Bow County Park at 23033 Popular authors included Mo

Willems (children) and Frieda
McFadden (adults). Teens liked a
bit of everything!

CR 45, Goshen, without charge. This
Elkhart County park features natural

- beauty, trails, disc golf, cross-country
skiing trails in winter, and more.

You can borrow the pass from the library's upstairs desk for _ Source: Library IQ
up to three days, ideal for a weekend trip.
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https://tinyurl.com/splteenbookboxes

Adults

®
&
February’s book club pick — “Under the
Neon Lights” — comes from a Hoosier
author: Arriel Vinson.

Sixteen-year-old Jaelyn Coleman lives for
Saturdays at WestSide Roll. Just as Jae
thinks her summer might change for the
better, devastating news hits: Westside
Roll is shutting down. The gentrification
rapidly taking over her predominantly

February's Book Club Pick

Virtual Author Visit with
Arriel Vinson!

Pick up copies at the Syracuse Public
Librarg Digital copies may also be
available on Libby or require a hold.

The discussion will occur at 1 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 26, in the downstairs
meeting room.

LINDER.
MNECM

The author will virtually visit for the first
15 minutes!

Black Indianapolis neighborhood, filling it For info

with luxury apartments and fancy
boutiques, has come for her safe-haven.

book club picks, email Hanna at

rmation or to recommend

iy

f LIGHTS

hkunkel@syracuse.lib.in.us.

¥ DIY With Shelly

-, Decorate a wooden heart with Shelly at

- 45 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 10, in the

. |downstairs meeting room. The

- library will provide scrapbook supplies

- Jfor this project, though participants can

" /' bring their own materials from home.

Y Space is limited, so register at https://
tinyurl.com/diyshellyfeb26.

Recurring
MaHJONG

1 p.m. | Mondays and Wednesdays | Downstairs Meeting Room
Players of all skill levels are welcome at our
mahjong tables.

CaBIN FEVER BEATER

12-2 p.m. | Tuesdays | Downstairs Meeting Room

Beat cabin fever with board game classics,
diamond painting, craft projects, and hot tea/
coffee! Bring a friend to this low-key event.

ALL-AGEs CHess CLuB

4-5 p.m. | Fridays | Downstairs Meeting Room

All ages can play chess together! The US Chess
Fundghas provided boards, and the library has
added a chess clock for timed games.

| Monthly

IN THE GARDEN - SPECIAL GUEST!
" " 1-2 p.m. |[Thurs. Feb. 12 | Downstairs Meeting Room
Aleah Southworth will return to the Syracuse
* Public Library with a seed saving class perfectly
. timed before the growing season. She will also
- bring gourds for cleaning and painting.

10 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday
12-8 p.m. Tuesday
10a.m.-6 p.m. Wednesday

Library

Hours

Winter Reading Challenge

+The Adult Winter Reading Challenge

g _ runs through Saturday, Feb. 28. Not
. s %’Participating yet? You can still
* B8 % sign up and track February
4 % reading for prize tickets. Attend
A programs and complete weekly
2 activity packets (at the library or

on the library’s adult department
webpage) for more tickets.

Register in the Beanstack app or pick up a
paper log at the upstairs circulation desk.

-

THE WORKSHOP
3-4 p.m. [Tues. Feb. 17 | Downstairs Meeting Room

« The group will tackle the nitty-gritty of story
form, plot, and structure going forward.
This first part will focus specifically on

« conflict, crisis, and resolution.

| V]

L |

L

DemeNTIA/ALZHEIMER'S CAREGIVERS
*6:30-7:30 p.m. | Tues., Feb. 17 | Downstairs Meeting Room

Check out our front cover for details on this
caregivers support group presentation, led by
“Dan Sharp!

i

" TREES & TEATIME
10:30-11:30 a.m. | Fri., Feb. 20 | Downstairs Meeting Room
« Bring your family trees and/or devices (plus
questions) to enjoy a cozy hour of genealogy
research accompanied by teal

-

-
-
o

e

12-8 p.m. Thursday
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday

d "-i'fj Scan for
el A=W SPL's Online
"-'f ; H Calendar

4
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https://tinyurl.com/diyshellyfeb26
https://tinyurl.com/diyshellyfeb26
mailto:hkunkel@syracuse.lib.in.us

Bulldmg PIOjeCt = Continued from the Cover

to provide top-notch services and
programming to the Syracuse-
Turkey Creek community.

SPL's board of trustees and staff
eagerly await the positive impact
this new library structure will
bring to the community. Not only
will it improve the library’s
efficiency and programming/
service offerings, but it will also
connect the community with
much-needed meeting/study
spaces.

The current library has served the
community well for more than a
century. This new library structure
will enable SPL to carry out its
mission of lifelong learning for all
well into the future. Communities
thrive when strong libraries foster
environments where people

[ | L r © —
.
o
4
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desire to reside, work, and play.

What about the current library
structure?

Once the library moves to the
Dolan Street property, SPL will
sell the Main Street property.

Why not renovate the current
library location?

SPL's feasibility study indicated
that building a new library would
be more cost-effective than
renovating the current one. The
feasibility study is available
online through the QR code.

Isn’t the Dolan Street property

in a floodplain?

Extensive studies have been

completed on the Dolan Street
roperty. Where the library will

Ee built is not in the floodplain.

Follow SPL’s building
project page, https://
www.syracuse.lib.
in.us/building-project.
html, for the latest

news.

Interior design

]

Current Location Challenges

Those mobility challenges face
hurdles to access the library,
with the stairs being a
deterrent, even causing injury.

The older-style existing lift
requires constant pressure on
a button to move between
floors and has a heavy door,
both of which can be
detrimental to those with less
mobility.

» Maintaining the lift is costly
and replacing it with a
newer, more accessible
elevator could cost
between $100,000 to
$200,000. This doesn’t
factor in the cost of
maintenance and routine
inspections.

Syracuse needs additional
meeting study spaces. SPL
routinely receives requests but
lacks private spaces to fill this
need while meeting existing
programming needs.

Existing adult and young adult
areas need an increase in size
to accommodate current
needs. Additional space will
allow SPL to offer additional
services like a library of things.

Staff currentli lacks sufficient
space to work on projects.

Scan the QR
Code to view
more findings
from SPL's 2023
Feasibility Study.

A rendering of the future library’s exterior, featuring a raise roofed with clerestory
windows for natural light and outdoor porches. Colors are not finalized.
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