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Join Us For The Summer Reading Kickoff!
Dinosaurs will come to life during 
the Syracuse Public Library’s 
Summer Reading Kickoff Party 
from 2-4 p.m. Friday, June 12, at 
Lakeside Park, 1013 N. Long 
Drive, Syracuse.
T.A.G. Art will bring the ultimate 
prehistoric encounter. Attendees 
will learn about dinosaurs, their 
diets, and behaviors. The 
dinosaurs are also eager to meet 
attendees!
But SPL isn’t stopping there! We’ll 
have a fossil dig and free 
SnoCones, courtesy of our friends 

at the Knights of Columbus!
Staff members can register all ages 
(children, teens, and adults) for the 
summer reading program, “Unearth 
a Story,” during the event. 
Registration officially starts June 
1, a week before summer reading 
starts on June 8.
This event will occur rain or shine, 
with our partners, Syracuse Park & 
Recreation, reserving the 
Community Center’s gym if it 
rains.

Library Closing
Syracuse Public Library will close on Friday, June 

19, in observance of Juneteenth. While the 
library is closed, patrons are encouraged to use 

our digital resources: Libby and Hoopla.

Sign up for Syracuse Public 
Library’s monthly and/or weekly 
e-newsletter to receive the 
latest library news and learn 
more about events – including 
new events scheduled after the 
newsletter is printed.
Visit https://tinyurl.com/
stcplnewsletter to get started 
or scan the QR Code.
Check your spam folder because 
sometimes the emails go there. 

► Children’s Summer 
Reading - 2
► Big Book Sale - 2 
► Megan Davidhizar - 3
► Flower/Garden 
Photography Class - 3
► American Revolution 
Screening - 3
►Teen Summer Reading 
- 5
► Library Of Things - 5
► Adult Summer 
Reading - 6
► Chair Yoga - 6

Go Digital

Tyrannosaurus Rex translates 
to “tyrant lizard the king” or 

“King Tyrant Lizard.”

Scan the QR Code to 
Sign Up For Summer 

Reading on Beanstack!

https://www.syracuse.lib.in.us/
https://tinyurl.com/stcplnewsletter
https://tinyurl.com/stcplnewsletter
https://tinyurl.com/stcplnewsletter
https://syracuselib.beanstack.com


Children & 
Tweens

General 
Library News

Resource 
Highlight

Friends’ Meeting, June 4 73.97%
Did You Know

Physical media is still king at the 
Syracuse Public Library, making up 
73.97% of the items annually checked 
out. Electronic checkouts make up 
26.03% of our annual circulation.

The Friends of the Syracuse Public Library will 
meet at 11 a.m. Thursday, June 4, in the 
downstairs meeting room. We invite all 
those interested in volunteering and helping 
the library to come. Since the meeting occurs 
before the library opens, knock on the 
Harrison Street door (nearest the staff parking 
lot) to enter.

The Summer Reading 411: Let’s Get Reading!
SPL will split children into two groups: 
older readers (ages 6-12) and early 
literacy (ages 0-5).
Parents can get children started on 

the Beanstack app or with paper forms. 
Summer reading runs from June 8-July 18.

OLDER CHILDREN
• Every 3 days of reading (doesn’t need to 
be consecutive) will allow kids to gain a 
ticket to put toward a grand prize.
• For every 6 days (after the initial 3 days) of 
reading, kids will receive a pick-a-prize.
• Children can also gain tickets through 
activities like completing weekly activity 
packets and attending library programs.

EARLY LITERACY
• Children in this challenge will gain tickets 

based on the activities they complete 
through Beanstack. 
• Every 2 Activities the child 
and parent complete will reward the 
child with a pick-a-prize. 

Schedule at a Glance …Let’s Get Started!
Read And Earn Fun Prizes

From June 8-July 18, teens can read and 
attend programs to claim pick-a-prizes and 
entries for the grand prizes.
For every seven days spent reading, teens 
can claim a pick-a-prize and an entry into 
the grand prizes. The seven days do not 
have to be consecutive.
Teens can earn more grand prize entries by 
completing weekly packets, which have 

activities, space for program reviews, and 
space for writing about weekly genre 
picks. 
Teens can get started on the Beanstack 
app or by visiting https://syracuselib.
beanstack.com. Paper trackers will also be 
available.
For information, contact Amber at 
ajcox@syracuse.lib.in.us.

June Activities
MICROSCOPE RPG
2-4 p.m. | Mon., June 8,15, 22 & 29 | Rosalyn Jones Room

10:30 a.m. | Mondays (starts June 8) | Lakeside Park, 1013 
N. Long Dr.

Microscope is a role-playing game with no 
gamemaster and requiring no preparation time. 
Players first collaboratively create a fictional 
timeline with a start and end point.

STORYTIME AT LAKESIDE PARK

Children (geared toward ages 3+) can come 
hear fun stories in the park. In the event of 
storms, storytime would move to the library.

1:30 p.m. | Tuesdays (starts June 9) | Children’s Department
BABY/INFANT STORYIME

Babies and infants will enjoy an interactive 
storytime with activities tailored to them!

4 p.m. | Thursdays (starts June 11) | Downstairs Meeting Room
STEAM PROGRAMMING

From archaeology to volcano science, children 
will explore different STEAM topics. June 
programs include:
• June 11: Hieroglyphic Messages
• June 18: Pot Shard Hidden Message Puzzle
• June 25: Reduce, Reuse, Recyclosaurus

2 p.m. | Friday, June 26 | Downstairs Meeting Room
ALL-IN FRIDAYS All Ages

Ages 6-12

~Ages 3+

Ages 0-3

Please RSVP

Come have fun with the entire family each Friday! 
The first one is Pokemon Fun on June 26; find out 
about future topics on our online calendar! 

AFTERNOON GAMING
3-5 p.m. | Thurs., June 11, 18 & 25 | Rosalyn Jones Room

5-6 p.m. | Tues., June 16 | Downstairs Meeting Room

5:30-7:30 p.m. | Thurs., June 25 | Rosalyn Jones Room

Try replicating popular K-POP dance moves 
during this dance party.

Courtesy of Viz Media, Anime Club will have 
a special screening of "Naruto Shippuden the 
Movie: Blood Prison"! Come watch the film 
and enjoy free popcorn.

AUTHOR VISIT: MEGAN DAVIDHIZAR

K-POP DANCE PARTY

ANIME MOVIE NIGHT

3-4 p.m. | Tues., June 23 | Downstairs Meeting Room

Teens (grades 6-12) can play with their friends on 
the Switch or the library’s public computers. 
Teens can also play various board/card games.

Come meet young adult author Megan 
Davidhizar! Learn more on the inserted 
calendar page.

All-Ages Chess Club
All ages can attend Chess Club 
from 4-5 p.m. every Friday in 
the downstairs meeting room.

Annual Physical Material Circulation

Teens

Source: Library IQ

Friends Host Giant Book 
Sale
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Register at https://tinyurl.com/splmicroscope26.

RSVP at https://tinyurl.com/splanimemovie26.
Register

1-2 p.m. | Tues., June 30 | Downstairs Meeting Room
Christian from J and C Tattoo will come and talk 
about being a tattoo artist and show some of his 
artwork. He will also draw alongside teens and 
offer tips for their designs for temporary tattoos. 

TEEN TEMPORARY TATTOO PROGRAM

Register at https://tinyurl.com/spltemptattoos.Submit K-POP song recs to https://tinyurl.com/splkpoprec.

Register

Don’t miss the Friends of the Syracuse Public 
Library’s giant book sale from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, June 28, outside the library. This 
book sale coincides with town-wide Syracuse 250 
festivities, including a cruise-in car show on Main 
Street, that commemorate the United States’ 
250th birthday.
The sale features a variety of gently used books at 
unbeatable prices.

Library of Things Live!
SPL’s Library of Things is live       
June 1! Be sure to browse offerings 
on both floors. The children’s 
department has educational toys 
and a pass to Science Central. 
Meanwhile, the adult section 
includes recreational items, crafting 
items, a ukulele, tools, and more.
Adults with an Evergreen Indiana can 

borrow items for free for up to 3 weeks (Passes and 
Adventure Backpacks are available for 3 days). A LoT 
agreement must be signed prior to checking items out. All 
items must be checked out and returned at a SPL circulation 
desk. Learn more at https://www.syracuse.lib.in.us/library-
of-things.html.



Author Megan Davidhizar Visits SPL

Join Flower & Garden Photography Workshop

Syracuse Public Library will 
welcome young adult author 
and English teacher Megan 
Davidhizar from 3-4 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 23, in the 
downstairs meeting room.
Davidhizar published her first 
novel, “Silent Sister,” a YA 
suspense novel, in 2025 and 
followed up with a 
psychological thriller, 

“Gaslit,” in 2026. Both books 
are available at the library for 
checkout.
During her visit, Davidhizar will 
share her author journey and 
novels, "Gaslit" and "Silent 
Sister." Afterward, she will sign 
copies of her novels and hold a 
giveaway.
This event is open to all ages.

Syracuse Public Library's In the Garden group will welcome Wayne R. 
Pope for a Flower and Garden Photography Workshop from              
1-2:30 p.m. Thursday, June 18, in Elkhart County Park's beautiful 
DeFries Gardens, 17477 CR 46, New Paris. This free workshop will 
cover photography basics, from essential equipment and mastering 
light to understanding composition and learning technical skills.

Meet on-site at DeFries Gardens; carpooling with others is 
recommended because of limited parking. Additionally, bring 
smartphones or cameras (film or digital)!

Celebrate 250 Years With Documentary Screening
Syracuse Public Library is partnering with PBS Michiana to present a special 
screening of the "American Revolution" documentary, directed by Ken Burns, 
Sarah Botstein, and David Schmidt.

This documentary explores the founding of the U.S., focusing on the rebellion 
of the 13 colonies, the eight-year war for independence, and the creation of a 
new government, with a special emphasis on diverse perspectives, including 
women, Native people, and Black Americans.

The library will host the Spirit of Service reel. Join this screening from 3-4:30 
p.m. Saturday, June 27, in the library's downstairs meeting room.
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Do You INSPIRE?
INSPIRE connects Hoosiers with a variety of 
free databases for research; test and career 
prep; Indiana news and history; and more. 
You can even browse Consumer Reports at        
www.inspire.in.gov!
Its Explora database connects parents and 
educators with various research avenues for 
different topics, from animals to technology 
bases on grade levels.

SPL Announces Grant Win
In late May, Syracuse Public Library learned it had 
received the 2026 Literacy Bridges: Empowering 21st 
Century Communities Grant. SPL aims to leverage this 
grant for community technology classes.

SPL still needs to formally accept the grant, so stay 
tuned for extra details as they are cemented. 

This grant is made possible by a grant from the 
Association for Rural & Small Libraries through the 
generosity of Carnegie Corporation of New York. 
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June’s Book Club Pick
Adults

Join the Adult Book Club and read 
“Nothing to See Here” by Kevin Wilson.
Kevin Wilson writes a humorous, 
poignant novel about a woman who 
takes a job as a caretaker for her old 
friend's twin stepchildren, who 
spontaneously combust when agitated. 
The story follows Lillian as she navigates 
this bizarre situation, forming an unlikely 
family with the children and learning 
about love, family, and finding meaning 
in an unconventional life.

Pick up copies at the Syracuse Public 
Library. Digital copies may also be available 
on Libby or require a hold. The Hoopla app 
offers digital copies, too.
The discussion occurs at 1 p.m. Thursday, 
June 25, in the downstairs meeting room. 
During the discussion, participants can 
junk journal with supplies they bring or 
those provided.

Read To Win Fabulous Summer Reading Prize Baskets
Adult Summer Reading is here! Get 
started on the Beanstack app or by visiting 
syracuselib.beanstack.com, starting      
June 1. Then, from June 8-July 18, track 
your reading days.
For every 7 days of reading logged (don’t 
need to be consecutive), adults will earn a 
grand prize drawing ticket and the ability 
to spin the prize wheel. Patrons will also 

earn a ticket and a wheel spin upon 
registration (only at the library, not at kickoff) 
and 100% completion of the challenge. Earn 
additional tickets by attending programs and 
completing weekly activity packets.
Prize baskets include a coffee lovers basket; 
game night basket; pickleball basket; movie 
night basket; and a hobby basket. Visit the 
library to see them in person!

Find more programs on the calendar insert!

Weekly Monthly
MAHJONG

MAHJONG

10 a.m.-12 p.m. | Mondays | Downstairs Meeting Room
Players of all skill levels are welcome at our 
mahjong tables.

CHAIR YOGA
11 a.m.-12 p.m. | Tuesdays (starting June 9) | Downstairs Meeting 
Room
Join instructor Susan Leach for a relaxing hour of 
chair yoga. Leach has more than 30 years of 
experience teaching yoga. These sessions will 
connect participants with their natural grace and 
balance.

1-3 p.m. | Wednesdays | Downstairs Meeting Room
Players of all skill levels are welcome at our 
mahjong tables.

TREES & TEATIME
10:30-11:30 a.m. | Fri., June 12 | Downstairs Meeting Room
Bring your family trees and/or devices (plus           
questions) to enjoy a cozy hour of genealogy 
research accompanied by tea!

Lend a hand weeding Becky’s Garden and 
learn about native plants. Garden tools 
welcome!

THE WORKSHOP WRITING GROUP
3-4 p.m. |Tues., June 16 | Downstairs Meeting Room
This writing group for adults aims to give 
attendees the building blocks to writing well, 
from story structure to character development.

ADULT BOARD GAME NIGHT
5:30-7:30 p.m. | Thurs., June 11 | Downstairs Meeting Room
Adults can unwind and play new and classic 
board and card games, like “Scrabble,” 
“Ticket to Ride,” and more. 

ALL-AGES CHESS CLUB
4-5 p.m. | Fridays | Downstairs Meeting Room
All ages can play chess together! The US Chess 
Fund has provided boards, and the library has 
added a chess clock for timed games.

Library
Hours

10 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday
12-8 p.m. Tuesday
10a.m.-6 p.m. Wednesday

12-8 p.m. Thursday
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday

For information or to recommend 
book club picks, email Megan at 
mdaumen@syracuse.lib.in.us.

Scan for 
SPL’s Online 

Calendar

BECKY’S GARDEN WORKDAY
9-10 a.m. | Wed., June 10 | Becky’s Garden

Find more great programs 
on the calendar insert! 

THE HOBBY BASKETTHE HOBBY BASKET

https://syracuselib.beanstack.com/https://syracuselib.beanstack.com/
mailto:hkunkel@syracuse.lib.in.us
https://tinyurl.com/splonlinecalendar
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