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. v SPL Welcomes New Director
[ﬂ ”M&' [55(19 Selocted Jon Gackil 0 sore 35 he lirorys nevt

executive director! He will officially start on Oct. 13.

Gaskill has worked in libraries for over 15 years, serving
as an administrator for about 10 of those years.

>Homeschool Class
Creatweg
Personality Boxes

= Coffee Socials

| "l have done adult programming, taught computer
classes, worked a reference desk, ordered materials,
¥ genealogy research and requests, worked the desk,
messed around in makerspaces, enough to be

Return dangerous,” Gaskill shared.
. Gaskill's experience includes small, medium, and large
QBUIld A Scream : — libraries.
Park Welcome Jon Gaskill! Gaskill said, “l became a library director by
. accident — | was working as a reference librarian and the board president and
-> B°°k CIUb PICk interim director invited me to come to board meetings. They kept asking me if | was
‘getting this’ as in, are you ready to take over as director — they finally made it
=>LITE Recovery official, and | took over as director of the Fulton County Public Library in Rochester
Table in January 2013. There are so many things they ‘do not teach you in library school,’

and | love a challenge, and have loved each opportunity to learn and grow

QWOOdS Walk In professionally.”

GOShen Gaskill most recently served as the executive director of the Wabash Carnegie

Public Library before applying for the Syracuse position.
’
It's Halloween At SPL!

There's nothing like a Halloween spent visiting the
Go Digilal Syracuse Public Library!
Sign up for the Syracuse Public Library's
monthly and/or weekly e-newsletters to
receive the latest library news and leamn
more about events — including new

events scheduled after the newsletter is |
printed.

Sign up here: https://bit.ly/3rHS49y.

Be sure to check your spam folders i4 or after Monday, Sept. 29, and return the finished
because sometimes the emails go into ducks to the ||brary by Oct. 24. The ducks will be Judged in two separate age
there. brackets — bigs (ages 7-12) and littles (0-6) — with prize baskets!

We're bringing back the Halloween Party from 6-8 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 31, in our outdoor parking lot. Come for

— candy and delicious pumpkin fluff and stay for the dance
party and games! Or come and go as you trick-or-treat
through the neighborhood. (We understand! You need all
5 the sweets!)

) Y This year, we'll have a duck decorating contest, where
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Two More Art Club Sessions

Students To Share Personalitv Registered participants have two more session
Boxes of Art Club at 4 p.m. on Mondays, Oct. 6 and

13, in the downstairs meeting room.

‘ During October, the homeschool class
é R______wﬂlfocus on Iangua.ge. HISIOIIC MYSIGIY: The Beast ot
.. \a4q Parents and children are __ Gevaudan

encouraged to save shoeboxes
Part mystery, part scary story,

from home since the class will

build Personality Boxes! Children Weird History Club will learn about
will fill this box with items before . the Beast of Gevaudan from 3-4

sharing them with their # p.m. Monday, Oct. 27, in the

classmates. - downstairs meeting room.

If there is time, children will also learn about P Students will create a timeline,
tall tales. consider likely culprits, and create a fictional diary.
This program is perfect for grades 4 and up.

&

Build a Personality Box

What Beast Was t?

Homeschool class meets at 10:30 a.m. on
Wednesdays.

: Pokemon Club: October Dates
New Stories EVeIY week A\ A Children (teens, too) can join Pokemon Club

Join Storytime at 10:30 a.m. every Wednesday (¢ ./ from 4-5 p.m. on Fridays, Oct. 10 and 24,
in the children’s department! Each session -9;)"', — inthe children’s department. Players

features new stories, songs, and a new letter of ff\ can come a_nd go fror_n Pokemon to
the alphabet 2=, Chess Club, which meets in the downstairs

meeting room at the same time, if they would like.

- o » ]
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_ _ Jon Gaskill
Frlends Mont h]'Y Meetlng He noted, “l was drawn to be the director at Syracuse as |

The Friends of the Syracuse Public Library will meet  heard through the grapevine that Kim was retiring, and |
at11 a.m. Th|,||'s(;;|;-_1|y,r Oct. 2, in the downstairs was |ook|'_ng for an opport_unity _closer to home, so Itook_a
meeting room. Since this meeting occurs before leap of faith to apply and interview. | was happ_y to \a\._fc_)rk in
the library opens, knock on the southernmost Wabash, and they were happy with me, but this position

. . just makes sense and allows me to make a difference in
Sr?tr:rson Street door (near the staff parking lot) to my community. | consider myself lucky to be able to work

in my hometown."

. . Gaskill continued, "My goals in every public library for
FOL Parficipates In Fall Harvest Festival nichhave worked are three, primarily: 1.) | hope to
Say “hi” to FOL members at the Syracuse’s Fall draw more people to the library space; 2.) To help more
Harvest Festival from 10-2 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 4, people access library cards — put more cards into more

at Lakeside Park. They will have gently used books ~ands, especially kids' hands; and 3.) To increase
circulation and participation in library programs and

for sale! checking out materials. A reading community makes a
. huge difference in so many things, especially
) COIIee SOCIal Relurns economically and giving people opportunities to stick
The Friends are bringing back the coffee SOC'?I from and stay, not just move away for the big towns, or move
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 8, in the back because there are things they want or need here. |

upstairs sitting area, and everyone is invited! Enjoy free  |ove Syracuse — it has heart, and people are so welcoming
coffee and snacks to stay or take on your way. It's a great  and kind; | want to foster that feeling.

chance to learn about the Friends of the Library! Gaskill has a wife of almost 18 years, Ali, and two boys —

12 and 16 —and a 21-year-old stepdaughter. The family
PAGE 2 also has two big lab nutty mutts and two cats.
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Board Game Pick Is Scream Park

Love amusement parks? A fan of haunted
houses? “Scream Park,” created by DVC

Teen Program Idea Coniest Updale

The Teen Program Idea Contest was so much fun,
and teens submitted so many great ideas for

. |
Games, is for you! programs.

From 6-7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 16,
. teens can learn how to play and create
the ultimate haunted attraction!
Strategically design the perfect horror
experience to impress your boss and
terrify your visitors. Merge rooms, refine
layouts, and master the art of fright.

Other board and card games will be
available, too.

Amber will be in contact with contest participants
to discuss programs. The hope is for some of these
programs to appear starting in January.

Unwind In The Teen Space

The Rosalyn Jones Room is a welcoming space for
teens. Come after school or during breaks to
unwind, play games on our public computers, use
our coloring pages, or read. Library card or not,
teens are always welcome!

- KK RN
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MOI'I.ﬂ'I.].Y Programs (GRADES 6-12) L LEARN A LANGUAGE

_/ -4 D 3:30-4:30 p.m. | Mon., Oct. 20 | Rosalyn Jones Room
TEEN STORYTIME ‘ Learn a language of your choice, using a variety
o 56 p-m. | Thurs., Oct. 2 | Rosalyn Jones Room =

) = of resources provided by the library.
i~ || Amber will read the opening chapters of books in
. = A different genres to teens. October’s theme will be
~spooky books.

YA WRITING CLUB
3:30-4:30 p.m. | Fri., Oct. 10 | Rosalyn Jones Room
Teens who love writing are invited to the next cozy

“write-in! Bring your latest piece to work on while
enjoying whatever baked goods Sarah whips up!

LEARN SOMETHING NEW

3:30-4:30 p.m. | Mon., Oct. 13 | Rosalyn Jones Room
. Each month teens will learn new valuable skills! In
_ | October, Amber will show teens typing and
& * \ introduction to spelling.

Digidl — s® = - w
Resources g, - .

Conduct Your Genealogy
Research At The Library

Family history researchers
have access to a powerful
tool at the Syracuse Public
Library: Ancestry Library
Edition!

While visiting the library and
using its Wi-Fi, you can use
Ancestry to access billions of
records and discover your family’'s story.

HisTORY THROUGH SONG
4-5 p.m. | Tues., Oct. 21 | Downstairs Meeting Room

Serial killer or victim of the crown? This October,
History Through Song will learn about

Countess Elizabeth Bathory of Ecsed, known to
history as the Blood Countess. Also, learn about
folk singer Karilene.

ANIME CLuB (0

y & _ 6-7:30 p.m. | Thurs., Oct. 23 | Downstairs Meeting Room
' Watch anime (TV 13+ and below) with HIDIVE and
learn about Japanese mythical creatures.

w9 = w

ALL-AGES CHESS CLUB: Teens are also \
invited to the chess club from 4-5 p.m. s ‘
every Friday in the downstairs meeting

room.

-
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DID You KNOW?

\
821

Attempts to Censor Library
Books & Services

X

ancest ry

In 2024, the American Library Association’s
Office for Intellectual Freedom tracked 821
attempts to censor library materials and
services. In those cases, 2,452 unique titles
were challenged. Banned Books Week Oct. 5-

11, a time for celebrating our freedom read. J
Source: https:/fwww.ala.org/bbooks/book-ban-data
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Visit ancestrylibrary.com while using our Wi-Fi to begin your
search.

Need help? Attend Trees & Teatime from 2:30-3:30 p.m.
every third Friday for genealogy research help.




Adulfs

SPL’'s adult book club will read
"We Have Always Lived in the Castle” by
Shirley Jackson in October.

Taking readers deep into a labyrinth of
dark neurosis, “We Have Always Lived in
the Castle” is a deliciously unsettling
novel about a perverse, isolated, and
possibly murderous family and the
struggle that ensues when a cousin
arrives at their estate.

% Register to create a sunflower/coneflower

applique shirt from 5-7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 28,
in the downstairs meeting room during DIY
W/ with Shelly. Participants will need to bring their

§ own shirts (t-shirts or sweatshirts) for this project. You
are also welcome to bring scrap fabric for the
applique. Registered participants can arrive at 5 p.m.
or 5:30 p.m.

Register at https://tinyurl.com/splsunflowershirt.

Recurring

MAHJONG

JROAMING READERS WALKING CLUB
10 a.m. | Fridays | Meet at the Library's Front Doors

on Halloween!
ALL-AGES CHESS CLUB
4-5 p.m. | Fridays | Downstairs Meeting Room
) All ages can play chess together! The US Chess
 Fund has provided boards, or you can bring
yours from home. Does not meet Oct. 31.

Monthly

LITE REcovery TapLe BTN
3-4 p.m. | Wed., Oct. 1 and 15 | Upstairs Sitting Area

Lite Recovery will set up a table with valuable
resources for people facing addiction or with family
members facing it.

FOL COFFEE SociaL U
10:30-12 p.m. | Wed., Oct. 8 | Upstairs Sitting Area

The Friends are bringing back the coffee social and
everyone is invited! Enjoy free coffee and snacks to
stay or take on your way. It's a great chance to learn
about the Friends of the Library!

10 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday

LIBRARY HOURS

10 a.m.-6 p.m. Wednesday

October’s Book Club Pick

The discussion occurs at 1 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 30, in the
downstairs meeting room.

Copies are available atthe Syracuse §
Public Library and on the Hoopla
app. Digital e-books and

audiobooks may be available on the '
Libby app or require a hold. '

For information or to recommend a future
book club pick, email Hanna at
hkunkel@syracuse.lib.in.us.

Register For DIY With Shelly &=

12-8 p.m. Tuesday

SHIRLEY JACK_S-ON

----- a8 4T JoulreLs ATy
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SMARTPHONE BAsics Il: ANDROID & IPHONE (LR 00
{—\ 1 p.m. | Tues., Oct. 14 | Downstairs Meeting Room
) Purdue Extension Office will lead part Il of its free
\ smartphone basics class. Register through the
Purdue extension office at (574) 372-2340 or ask
SPL staff for help.

TREES & TEATIME

2:30-3:30 p.m. | Fri., Oct. 17 | Downstairs Meeting Room
Bring your family trees and/or devices (plus

#> questions) to enjoy a cozy hour of genealogy
research accompanied by high tea!

-

THE WORKSHOP

91 p.m. | Mondays and Wednesdays| Downstairs Meeting Room @nu“’c@g_q, p.m. | Tues., Oct. 21| Downstairs Meeting Room
¢ WPlayers of all skill levels are welcome at our Mahjong tables.

Find inspiration while striving to improve your
writing! October’s meeting will continue with
' crafting settings that breathe.

Share books with others while walking. Costumes optional

HiSsTORY THROUGH SONG
4-5 p.m. | Tues., Oct. 21 | Downstairs Meeting Room
Serial killer or victim of the crown? This October,
History Through Song will learn about
Countess Elizabeth Bathory of Ecsed, known to
history as the Blood Countess. Also, learn about
folk singer Karilene.

IN THE GARDEN WALK

1 p.m. | Thurs., Oct. 23 | Shoup-Parsons Woods (Goshen)
% Autumn foliage will wow walkers as In the Garden

explores Shoup-Parsons Woods (parking behind

Goshen Hospital along River Vista Drive). Email
Sarah at swright@syracuse.lib.in.us for info.

Halloween

Don’t forget, SPL will open from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, Oct. 31.

\ da ?::;The party runs from 6-8 p.m.

12-8 p.m. Thursday
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday
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